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disguising poisonous spines, which worked their way
through the clothing till they reached a man's skin. This
they penetrated, raising red and fiery pimples by the
poison in them and causing extreme itching and burning
for some hours.

Fearing to get aground in the many shoals of the Rio
de la Plata, Drake proceeded on his southern voyage with
scarcely a halt (though he was occasionally near enough
to the coast to see the tall Amerindian natives of Pata-
gonia) till he reached a point somewhere about Puerto
Deseado, where he was obliged to anchor owing to the
many and grievous storms and thick fogs, which greatly
hampered their voyage and led to the separation of three
of the ships from the rest of the fleet. The Amerindians
of this region at first displayed friendly intentions, but
then took fright at the sight of the ships and ran away
into the interior, leaving behind most of their provisions.
Amongst these were the carcasses of about fifty rheas1
which had been dried for keeping. The thighs of these
birds were compared by Drake to " reasonable legs of
mutton" in size. He describes how the natives managed
to approach and kill the rheas, much after the style of the
Bushmen in South Africa, by fitting out the neck and
plumes of a dead rhea with a framework of sticks and
stalking the rheas under this disguise, driving them into
some place enclosed with strong and long nets, and then
sending out their trained dogs to pull them down. Drake

1 The Rhea or American Ostrich is a distant relation of the Old-World ostrich of
Africa and western Asia; that is to say, it belongs to an allied family or sub-order of
the sub-class of struthious birds with flat breastbones and terrestrial, flightless habits.
Rheas have, however, very large wings, but the plume feathers, which represent the
degenerate quills, are not strong enough to strike the air with any force. The ex-
panded wings are used sometimes like sails to aid progress in running. There are
three species of Rhea in South America: one in north-east Brazil; the other two ia
south Brazil, Paraguay, and Patagonia